Feminism and Human Geography Study Aid

Disclaimer! This is not an exclusive list by any means, just selected stuff I think is interesting. I know its really bad and essentialising to sum up authors thoughts in a sentence, but it's just to jog the memory for exam revision. Print out, cut up, and try and rematch the authors with the quotes. Try and put them in groupings of subject area like postmodern, feminist methodologies, difference... which ones overlap? Read more! Add to this list! 

PLEASE E-mail more quotes, authors and corrections to danfreak@earthling.net.

Alcoff (1996)
The concept of a body/mind dualism is an idea that dates back to Plato, we should reject this notion and re-insert the body. 

Strive for Autonomy (power to reject the norm) rather than Equality (acceptance within the norm)

Western feminism shouldn't disappear, just be aware of its location

Bankley (2001)
A study of Panic Disorder with Anorexia: constructing the irrational woman

Fear of the hyper-feminine image, a question of what behaviour is appropriate

“A mythology which attempts to make 'women the passive, inert objects of a medical will to power'” 

Creates a belief that panic is visible to others because bodies are spaces that disease is projected upon

Butler (1990)
Gender Trouble: all identity is constructed by repetitive performance of discursive practices. Any change in these discourses is accidental.

Bordo (1997)
Beware: the process of deconstructing gender may just cause fragmentation

Boserup (1970)
Recognised that there are two different farming systems in the Third World: one for men and women, and technological change just benefits male farming. Traditional farming = women. Intensive (rice) = both. Plough agriculture = men.

Christopherson (1989)
Academia doesn't cover gay issues because of both homophobia and a 'justifiable fear of never being cited, except in a list of interesting, albeit peripheral work'

Chouinard and Grant (1996)
Feminism excludes lesbian experience too much, and hence the notion of total independence from men. Also no writing (at the time) on disability in feminism.

Deutsche (1991)
Places are socially and emotionally constructed.

Duncan (1996)
The public/private dualism needs to be removed in both the public and legal eye to disrupt the heterosexuality of public life.

Domosh and Seager (2001)
Gentrification of inner city areas often lead by gay/lesbian communities

Malls are safe, controlled and family/women orientated spaces

Restrictions on car ownership and use of public transport genders travel

Sex tourism in S.E. Asia started from brothels set up for US servicemen (Korea/Vietnam)

England (1994)
Decided it was voyeuristic to study lesbian communities in Toronto

Firestone (1970)
Gender was the first and is the biggest division in society

There is no longer any biological reason for women to be disadvantaged by reproductive roles (contraception and babysitters)

Gilbert (1994)
Feminist research methodologies are great: they critique universality, objectivity and emancipatory notions.

Includes methodologies (why) and epistemology (theories of knowledge)

Beware dangers of guilt, fitting in and the assumption of having an insiders view.

In practice is very difficult to have true dialogue between researcher and researched

Qualitative research still has power notions: creates people with the power to define

Use multiple methods!

Gluck and Patai (1992)
Feminist research should be by, for and about women.

Haraway (1991)
Environments are cultural and acted upon

hooks (1990)
The African-American home can be a space where positive identifications and political resistance can be nurtured – white feminists imply the home is bad

Huffman
Reclaim cartography for feminists! Doesn't have to be formal (even on napkins and at petrol stations), is a powerful tool. Can show non quantitative things too, social, cultural, political and gender mappings. Women have always made maps.

Irigaray (1993)
French feminist: Mirror imagery (Rose chapter)

Need to start a new theory and ethics with difference, not sameness as its most fundamental level.

Jardim
“The ceiling isn't glass, it's just a very dense layer of men”

Katz (1994)
Feminists are always in the field

Kirkby (1996)
The role of cartography is to separate the mapper from the land

Women's conciousness is more immersed in surroundings, looking for danger and dust

Koskela (1997)
The female fear of space is seen as normal, which re-emphasises the notion of women as victims. Be bold instead! no fear in Helsinki....

Massey (1992)
Interrelationships between objects occur in space/time; it is these relationships themselves that create/define space and time.

Massey (1996)
High tech jobs blur the home/work distinctions: work can be a site of play and regeneration (with pool tables and good canteens) while people think of work all the time when they are at home.

McDowell (1995)
In work, women have to masquerade as men. (Merchant banks). High tech establishments echo the clergy

McIntyre (2003)
Created a photo/text exhibition as a result of feminist Participatory Action Research in N Ireland. Express relationships between place and everyday lives and to inform and educate the local community.

Mountz et al. (2003)
Did research as a collaborative team: a methodological becoming: “as we write we disrupt, dispute and rewrite each other's history of what took place”

Momsen and Townsend (1987)
“Our biological capacity is for a great range of social constructions of gender”

Sexual division of labour doesn't need to mean one is subordinate: why is women's work valued so low?

Socialist states and the entitlement of women to work lead to the 'double day'

Muscio (2002)
“Masculine and feminine nouns and pronouns impose unrealistic limitations on lived human experience”

“In the post-patriarchy I'll be a post-feminist”

Myslik (1996)
Gay friendly spaces can also become hunting grounds for gay bashing: Dupont Circle in Washington DC. How people change their sexual behaviour in different public contexts.

Nash and Radcliffe
Nation states can be gendered: Britannia and the unknown soldier

Nast (1994)
Choosing an area and subject for fieldwork is a political act: detachment is a good idea, not just someone we associate with

Feminists haven't written much on methodology, because Patriarchy is the everyday

The Text is central to the notions of audience, the researched and the researcher

Nelson (1999)
In post-structural feminism, subjectivity and identity are produced through discursive, power-laden processes

Patai (1991)
World is segregated by class race ethnicity etc, so notions of feminist research may be 'well intentioned fraud'. Question assumptions about feminist methodology. (will be interviewing mothers and non feminists that you might not connect with)

Feminist research is colonial and exploitative too: researched are often no better off

Pratt (2002)
Nanny culture in Canada: set out to find difference (!) intention to disrupt gender, but there is some common ground

Probyn (1997)
The local is a centre of an individuals experience: so is it applicable to others?

Raju (2002)
Postmodern discourses are important, but a luxury the Third World cannot afford; need to be heard. Female research is some common ground, just be aware of differences too.

Rose (1993)
Fieldwork is a particular kind of masculine endevour

Humanism in geography depends on a transparent, masterful and masculine subject

Structuralisation is a disembodied, unsituated and masculine subject

Rose (1996)
Mirrors bled: Gendered and empowered differences between real and non-real space: the real is masculine, non-real = feminine (disgusting cold and frozen)

Academia is a mirror on the male self that should be transversed and worked against from the inside.

Rose (1997)
“Butler's arguments are deeply hostile to models of human subjectivity as conscious agency”

Segal (1999)
Did bad old days of white dominated racist feminism ever exist? Not in Britain?

Shlidrick (1997)
Danger of post-modernism taking away feminism through rejections of the notions of gender.

Singer (1993)
Foucault fails to appreciate gender difference, hence should be used with caution

Smith (1998)
Post-structural debate produces a closed, abstracted subject that cannot explain transversing of multiple discourses/histories.

Spivak (1988)
Can the subaltern others speak? Will they be listened too if they did?

Valentine (1992)
The fear of places is a 'spacial expression of patriarchy'

Valentine (1996)
Space is constructed as heterosexual, deviance of this is not tolerated

Valentine (1997)
The collapse of lesbian lands – all female communities

Walby (1992)
post-post-modernism: against the post-modern notion of all categories being essentialising.

Six structures of patriarchy: paid work, housework, sexuality, culture, violence and the states (all interlinked)

Notions of the new fragmented capitalism don't take into account race and gender, the feminisation of the workforce is not new

Multiplicities of stratification: disadvantage of African-Americans cannot be explained by race alone, gender and class have an effect too

Woodward (1998)
Soldiers create a masculinity of the countryside – military exercises conquer it.

Rose/Pratt/
Gibson-Graham
All illustrate notions of difference through multiple overlapping circles
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